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Education Newsletter Blurbs
First Sunday of Advent 2025 to Feast of Christ the King 2026
CYCLE A
For Parents of Catholic School and Religious Education Students

Introduction for Weekly Use:
Each week, families are invited to reflect on Sunday’s Gospel together. These short reflections help parents guide their children in faith and strengthen the domestic church at home. Encourage parents to take a few minutes each week to read, discuss, and pray as a family—helping their children listen for God’s call in everyday life.

First Sunday of Advent – November 30, 2025
"Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come." (Matthew 24:42)
Reflect:
As Advent begins, we prepare our hearts to welcome Christ anew. Help your family notice God’s presence in the ordinary—through kindness, gratitude, and quiet moments of prayer.
Discuss:
Talk with your children about ways your family can serve others this season. You might share a story of a time when you felt God prompting you to act with love or generosity.
Pray:
Pray for awareness of God’s presence in your daily life and for the grace to respond with love and joy.

Second Sunday of Advent – December 7, 2025
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand!" (Matthew 3:2)
Reflect:
John the Baptist reminds us to prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming. Families do this best when they live with forgiveness, love, and faith at home.
Discuss:
Invite your children to think about how they can help God’s kingdom grow—through kindness, prayer, or sharing joy.
Pray:
Pray for open hearts to welcome Jesus and for your home to reflect His love.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary – December 8, 2025
“Behold, you will conceive and bear a son…” (Luke 1:31)
Reflect:
 Mary’s “Yes” to God teaches us that saying yes to His plan brings great joy and peace. Her openness reminds families to trust in God’s care.
Discuss:
 Share with your children how trusting God has helped your family or brought blessings in unexpected ways.
Pray:
 Pray for faith like Mary’s—trusting that God’s plan is always good. 

Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) – December 14, 2025
"Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?" (Matthew 11:2–3)
Reflect:
 This Sunday is filled with joy because we know Christ is near. True joy comes from serving others and following Jesus’ example.
Discuss:
 Ask your children what brings them lasting joy. Help them see how acts of love and kindness bring happiness that lasts longer than gifts or rewards.
Pray:
 Pray for joyful hearts and the courage to share that joy with others. 

Christmas – December 25, 2025
"The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us." (John 1:14)
Reflect:
 At Christmas, we celebrate that Jesus came to live among us. Each family can reflect His presence when love, patience, and forgiveness fill the home.
Discuss:
Share ways your family can bring Christ’s light to others during the Christmas season—perhaps through a simple act of service or a word of encouragement.
Pray:
 Pray in thanksgiving for the gift of Jesus and ask that His peace fill your home. 

Feast of the Holy Family – December 28, 2025
"Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel." (Matthew 2:20)
Reflect:
 The Holy Family shows us how faith and obedience to God strengthen families. Joseph’s protection and Mary’s trust reflect God’s care for every home.
Discuss:
 Talk about what makes your family strong in faith. How can you grow together in prayer and service in the new year?
Pray:
 Pray for all families to grow in love, unity, and faithfulness. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – January 1, 2026
"Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart." (Luke 2:19)
Reflect:
 Mary’s quiet reflection teaches us the value of stillness and prayer. Parents can help children learn to listen for God’s voice in their hearts.
Discuss:
 Talk about ways your family can make space for prayer and reflection in the coming year.
Pray:
 Pray for Mary’s intercession and for a peaceful, faith-filled year ahead. 

Epiphany of the Lord – January 4, 2026
"They prostrated themselves and did Him homage." (Matthew 2:11)
Reflect:
 The Magi brought gifts to Jesus, recognizing Him as Lord. Families can also offer gifts of love, patience, and service to honor Christ.
Discuss:
 Ask your children what special “gifts” they can give Jesus this week—acts of kindness, forgiveness, or gratitude.
Pray:
 Pray for grateful hearts that seek to give, not just receive. 

Baptism of the Lord – January 11, 2026
"You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:17)
Reflect:
 At His baptism, Jesus shows us that we are all beloved children of God. Baptism marks the beginning of our journey to follow Him in faith.
Discuss:
 Share memories or photos from your children’s baptisms. Talk about what it means to belong to God’s family.
Pray:
 Pray in thanksgiving for the gift of baptism and for the grace to live as God’s beloved children.

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 18, 2026
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world." (John 1:29)
Reflect:
 John the Baptist points everyone to Jesus. Families can do the same when they live with faith and kindness that draws others to God.
Discuss:
 Talk with your children about what it means to see Jesus in the people around them—friends, teachers, or those in need.
Pray:
 Pray for open hearts to see Christ in others and to reflect His love through your words and actions.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 25, 2026
National Catholic Schools Week
 "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." (Matthew 4:19)
Reflect:
 Catholic education helps form young hearts to follow Jesus. Every family plays a part in building that foundation of faith.
Discuss:
 Ask your children what they’ve learned about God this week. Share one way your faith guides your family’s choices.
Pray:
 Pray for Catholic schools, teachers, and catechists who help children grow in wisdom and holiness.

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 1, 2026
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:3)
Reflect:
 The Beatitudes remind us that God blesses humility, mercy, and peace. Families grow closer to God when they live with compassion.
Discuss:
 Talk about ways your family can live out the Beatitudes—sharing, forgiving, or showing patience.
Pray:
 Pray for gentle hearts that put love into action and reflect Christ’s peace.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 8, 2026
World Marriage Day & National Marriage Week
"You are the light of the world." (Matthew 5:14)
Reflect:
Marriage is a visible sign of God’s love. When couples love selflessly, they shine Christ’s light for their children and the world.
Discuss:
Talk about how your family can share Christ’s light through your words, choices, and example.
Pray:
Pray for married couples everywhere and for families to be strengthened in love and unity.

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 15, 2026
"I did not come to abolish but to fulfill." (Matthew 5:17)
Reflect:
Jesus invites us to live God’s law with love, not just duty. Families who act with kindness and honesty fulfill His teaching.
Discuss:
Ask your children about times they’ve chosen to do the right thing, even when it was difficult.
Pray:
Pray for integrity and courage to live out your faith daily.

Ash Wednesday – February 18, 2026
"Your Father who sees in secret will repay you." (Matthew 6:6)
Reflect:
Lent begins as a time to draw closer to God through prayer, sacrifice, and love.
Discuss:
Choose one simple Lenten practice to do as a family—like saying nightly prayers, fasting from screens, or doing a kind act each day.
Pray:
Pray for the grace to grow in faith and for a holy and fruitful Lent.

First Sunday of Lent – February 22, 2026
"Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God." (Matthew 4:4)
Reflect:
God’s Word feeds our hearts and strengthens our faith.
Discuss:
Read this Sunday’s Gospel together and talk about what stands out to your children.
Pray:
Pray for the desire to listen to God’s Word and live by it each day.

Second Sunday of Lent – March 1, 2026
"This is my beloved Son… listen to Him." (Matthew 17:5)
Reflect:
The Transfiguration shows us Jesus’ glory and reminds us to listen for His voice in prayer.
Discuss:
Ask your children when or where they feel closest to God. Encourage them to make time for quiet moments of prayer.
Pray:
Pray for hearts that listen and trust in God’s plan.
Third Sunday of Lent – March 8, 2026
"Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst." (John 4:14)
Reflect:
Only Jesus can satisfy our deepest desires.
Discuss:
Talk about what it means to put your trust in God instead of things that don’t last.
Pray:
Pray for the grace to desire God above all else.

Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 15, 2026
"I am the light of the world." (John 9:5)
Reflect:
Christ’s light shines most brightly through love and forgiveness.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can be “light” to others this week—at school, at home, or with friends.
Pray:
Pray for your family to be a reflection of Christ’s light wherever you go.

Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 22, 2026
"I am the resurrection and the life." (John 11:25)
Reflect:
Jesus brings new life to all who believe in Him.
Discuss:
Share how your family has experienced hope after a challenge or loss.
Pray:
Pray for renewed faith and hope in God’s promises.

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion – March 29, 2026
"Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!" (Matthew 21:9)
Reflect:
Holy Week begins with joy and leads us toward the Cross. Families can walk with Jesus by showing love, humility, and gratitude.
Discuss:
Talk about what Holy Week means to your family. Choose one special way to honor it—perhaps attending services or praying the Stations of the Cross.
Pray:
Pray for a spirit of gratitude as you remember Jesus’ love and sacrifice.

Holy Thursday – April 2, 2026
"If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet." (John 13:14)
Reflect:
On Holy Thursday, we remember Jesus’ humble service at the Last Supper. True love means serving others generously and without hesitation.
Discuss:
Talk with your children about what it means to serve. How can your family “wash the feet” of others—perhaps by helping, listening, or forgiving?
Pray:
Pray for priests who serve the Church and bring us the Eucharist, and for your family to serve one another with love.

Good Friday – April 3, 2026
"It is finished." (John 19:30)
Reflect:
On Good Friday, we see the depth of Christ’s love through His suffering and death on the Cross.
Discuss:
Share how Jesus’ sacrifice shows us the meaning of real love. Ask your children what they are grateful for when they look at the Cross.
Pray:
Pray for gratitude for Jesus’ sacrifice and for compassion toward those who suffer.


Easter Sunday – April 5, 2026
"He is not here; for He has risen." (Matthew 28:6)
Reflect:
Easter fills our hearts with hope and joy—Christ is alive! Families can share this joy through words and actions that bring life to others.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can share the joy of Easter this week—with a smile, a prayer, or an act of kindness.
Pray:
Pray for renewed joy and faith in Christ’s victory over sin and death.

Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) – April 12, 2026
"Peace be with you." (John 20:19)
Reflect:
The Risen Jesus brings peace to His followers. His mercy restores relationships and heals hearts.
Discuss:
Talk about how forgiveness brings peace to your home. Ask your children what “mercy” means to them.
Pray:
Pray for the grace to forgive and to trust in God’s endless mercy.

Third Sunday of Easter – April 19, 2026
"Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him." (Luke 24:31)
Reflect:
The disciples recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread. Families can recognize Him in daily acts of love and gratitude.
Discuss:
Ask your children where they see God’s presence in their lives?
Pray:
Pray for open eyes and hearts to recognize Jesus in your daily life.

Fourth Sunday of Easter – April 26, 2026
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
"I am the door… whoever enters through Me will be saved." (John 10:9)
Reflect:
Jesus calls each of us to follow Him. Today, the Church prays for more men and women to answer God’s invitation to priesthood, consecrated life, and holy matrimony.
Discuss:
Talk about how your family can encourage others to listen for God’s call.
Pray:
Pray for more holy vocations and for your family to be generous in following God’s plan.

Religious Brothers Day – May 1, 2026
"I am the way, and the truth, and the life." (John 14:6)
Reflect:
Religious brothers remind us that living for Christ brings deep joy. Their lives of service show us how to follow God with devotion.
Discuss:
Share examples of people who live their faith quietly through service.
Pray:
Pray for all religious brothers and for men discerning a call to serve God in this way.

Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 3, 2026
"Whoever believes in Me will also do the works that I do." (John 14:12)
Reflect:
Faith in Jesus inspires us to love and serve others as He did.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can act like Jesus this week—in school, at home, or in friendships.
Pray:
Pray for hearts that reflect Christ’s compassion and goodness.


Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 10, 2026
"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments." (John 14:15)
Reflect:
True love for God shows itself in how we treat others. Families who love God also seek to love one another well.
Discuss:
Talk about what it means to “keep God’s commandments” as a family.
Pray:
Pray for your family to grow in love, patience, and kindness toward one another.

Ascension of the Lord – May 14 (or May 17 in some dioceses)
"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations." (Matthew 28:19)
Reflect:
Before returning to the Father, Jesus sent His followers to share the Good News. Each family continues that mission today.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can be witnesses to God’s love—at home, school, or in the parish.
Pray:
Pray for the courage to share your faith and for the grace to be a light in the world.

Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 17, 2026
"All things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine." (John 17:10)
Reflect:
Jesus’ prayer reveals His unity with the Father. Families share that unity when they live with peace, honesty, and mutual care.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can help build peace at home.
Pray:
Pray for unity in your family and in the Church.
Pentecost Sunday – May 24, 2026
"Receive the Holy Spirit." (John 20:22)
Reflect:
The Holy Spirit fills the Church with power and life. Families who rely on the Spirit’s guidance find strength for every challenge.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they see the Holy Spirit working in their lives—in courage, creativity, or kindness.
Pray:
Pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit—wisdom, understanding, and joy in your home.

The Most Holy Trinity – May 31, 2026
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son." (John 3:16)
Reflect:
The Trinity shows us perfect love and unity. Families reflect this love when they are patient, forgiving, and self-giving.
Discuss:
Talk about how your family can show love to each other in small, daily ways.
Pray:
Pray for your home to be a reflection of the love shared by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – June 14, 2026
"The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few." (Matthew 9:37)
Reflect:
Jesus reminds us that the Church needs faithful workers to bring His love to others. Families can nurture this “harvest” by praying, serving, and encouraging one another’s gifts.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they see God working through people at your parish—priests, teachers, volunteers, or friends.
Pray:
Pray for more men and women to answer God’s invitation to serve the Church, and for your family to joyfully share your gifts with others.
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time – June 21, 2026
"Do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows." (Matthew 10:31)
Reflect:
God’s love for us is constant and personal. Families who trust His care find peace even in times of uncertainty.
Discuss:
Talk about ways your family can remind each other of God’s love—especially during stressful moments.
Pray:
Pray for families who are struggling or afraid, that they may find strength in God’s faithful love.

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – June 28, 2026
"Whoever does not take up his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me." (Matthew 10:38)
Reflect:
Following Jesus sometimes means carrying our crosses—choosing what is right, even when it’s difficult.
Discuss:
Ask your children what small “crosses” they might carry at school or home. Talk about how faith helps us be strong.
Pray:
Pray for strength and perseverance when life feels challenging.

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 5, 2026
"Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28)
Reflect:
Jesus invites us to rest in Him. Families who slow down to pray and reconnect find new peace and joy.
Discuss:
Talk about ways your family can rest in God’s love—attending Mass, reading Scripture, or enjoying quiet time together.
Pray:
Pray for peace and renewal for your family and for all who are weary.
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 12, 2026
"The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest." (Matthew 13:23)
Reflect:
Faith grows where hearts are open. Parents help prepare this “good soil” through patience, prayer, and good example.
Discuss:
Ask your children what helps them grow closer to God. Brainstorm ways to nurture your family’s faith at home.
Pray:
Pray for faith that takes root deeply in your family and bears fruit in good works.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 19, 2026
"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed." (Matthew 13:31)
Reflect:
Even the smallest act of love can grow into something beautiful. Families who trust God’s timing see great things flourish.
Discuss:
Talk about small ways your family can share love and kindness this week.
Pray:
Pray for faith to trust that God can make great things grow from small beginnings.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 26, 2026
"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field." (Matthew 13:44)
Reflect:
God’s plan for us is a priceless treasure waiting to be discovered through prayer and trust.
Discuss:
Ask your children what they think God wants for their lives. Help them see their gifts as part of His plan.
Pray:
Pray for open hearts to discover and follow God’s will with joy.


Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 2, 2026
"You give them something to eat." (Matthew 14:16)
Reflect:
Jesus calls us to care for those in need. Families who serve together make His love visible.
Discuss:
Plan one way your family can “feed” others—sharing a meal, writing notes of encouragement, or helping at church.
Pray:
Pray for generosity and compassion in your family and community.

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 9, 2026
"Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." (Matthew 14:27)
Reflect:
When storms arise, Jesus reminds us not to fear. Families who trust Him find peace even in uncertainty.
Discuss:
Ask your children about a time they were afraid and how faith helped them.
Pray:
Pray for courage and deep trust in God’s presence.

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – August 15, 2026
"Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." (Luke 1:45)
Reflect:
Mary’s faith reminds us that trusting God brings joy and hope. Her “yes” continues to inspire us to follow God’s plan with confidence.
Discuss:
Talk about how saying “yes” to God looks in daily life—acts of love, forgiveness, or generosity.
Pray:
Pray for deeper trust in God’s promises and for Mary’s intercession for your family.
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 16, 2026
"Woman, great is your faith!" (Matthew 15:28)
Reflect:
The Canaanite woman’s persistence shows what strong faith looks like. Families can learn from her perseverance in prayer.
Discuss:
Share a time when your family prayed for something important. What did you learn about trusting God’s timing?
Pray:
Pray for steadfast faith, especially during moments of waiting or difficulty.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 23, 2026
"You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church." (Matthew 16:18)
Reflect:
Jesus chose ordinary people like Peter to build His Church. He also calls families today to be living witnesses of faith.
Discuss:
Ask your children what gifts they think God has given them to share with others.
Pray:
Pray for the Church and for your family to be strong, faithful, and rooted in Christ.

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 30, 2026
"Whoever wishes to come after Me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me." (Matthew 16:24)
Reflect:
Jesus calls us to love selflessly and follow Him in every circumstance. Families live this call when they choose kindness and sacrifice for one another.
Discuss:
Talk about ways your family can practice self-giving love—being patient, forgiving, or putting someone else’s needs first.
Pray:
Pray for hearts willing to follow Jesus, even when the path is hard.

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 6, 2026
"If he listens to you, you have won over your brother." (Matthew 18:15)
Reflect:
Jesus teaches that forgiveness and understanding restore peace. Families are holy when reconciliation becomes a way of life.
Discuss:
Ask your children what helps them make peace after arguments. How can your family practice forgiveness this week?
Pray:
Pray for the grace to forgive easily and to seek peace with one another.

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 13, 2026
"Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful." (Luke 6:36)
Reflect:
Mercy softens hearts and strengthens families. When we show compassion, we reflect the heart of God.
Discuss:
Talk about what mercy looks like in your home—listening, helping, or forgiving.
Pray:
Pray for hearts open to mercy and for those who need healing and comfort.

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 20, 2026
"The last will be first, and the first will be last." (Matthew 20:16)
Reflect:
God values humility and service more than power or recognition. Families who serve with love show the true meaning of greatness.
Discuss:
Ask your children what it means to be humble. How can your family serve quietly this week?
Pray:
Pray for humility and a spirit of joyful service.

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 27, 2026
Priesthood Sunday
"Which of the two did the will of his father?" (Matthew 21:31)
Reflect:
Priests serve the Church by guiding, teaching, and bringing us the sacraments. Their lives remind us to respond “yes” to God’s will.
Discuss:
Talk about the priests who have impacted your family. How can you show them appreciation this week?
Pray:
Pray for all priests to remain faithful and joyful in their ministry, and for young men discerning a call to priesthood.

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 4, 2026
"The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone." (Matthew 21:42)
Reflect:
Jesus is the foundation of our faith. Families rooted in Him stand strong through every trial.
Discuss:
Ask your children what helps them feel secure in God’s love.
Pray:
Pray for Christ to be the cornerstone of your family’s life.

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 11, 2026
Deacon Sunday
"Many are invited, but few are chosen." (Matthew 22:14)
Reflect:
Deacons serve through preaching, charity, and assisting at the altar. Their service shows how all of us are called to love in action.
Discuss:
Talk about how your family can serve your parish community.
Pray:
Pray for all deacons and their families, and for those considering a vocation of service in the Church.

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 18, 2026
"Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God." (Matthew 22:21)
Reflect:
Everything we have is a gift from God. Families honor Him through gratitude, stewardship, and generosity.
Discuss:
Ask your children how your family can show thankfulness for God’s blessings.
Pray:
Pray for generous hearts that use God’s gifts wisely and for His glory.

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 25, 2026
"You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart… and your neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 22:37–39)
Reflect:
Love of God and love of neighbor are inseparable. Families grow in holiness when they live these two great commandments.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can show love for God and others this week.
Pray:
Pray for love that overflows from your home into your community.

All Saints Day – November 1, 2026
National Vocation Awareness Week begins November 2
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:3)
Reflect:
The saints remind us that holiness is possible in every state of life—married, single, religious, or ordained.
Discuss:
Share stories of favorite saints and what your children admire about them.
Pray:
Pray for more men and women to follow God’s call with courage and joy.

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – November 8, 2026
"Keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour." (Matthew 25:13)
Reflect:
Jesus calls us to stay ready by living faithfully each day.
Discuss:
Ask your children what it means to be ready for Jesus—by prayer, kindness, or good choices.
Pray:
Pray for attentiveness to God’s voice and readiness to serve Him at all times.

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – November 15, 2026
World Day of Cloistered Life – November 21
"Well done, my good and faithful servant." (Matthew 25:21)
Reflect:
Cloistered religious dedicate their lives to prayer for the world. Their hidden faithfulness reminds families that prayer has great power.
Discuss:
Talk about how unseen acts of love—praying, helping, forgiving—bless others.
Pray:
Pray for those living hidden lives of prayer and for your family to serve God faithfully in quiet ways.

Solemnity of Christ the King – November 22, 2026
"Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of Mine, you did for Me." (Matthew 25:40)
Reflect:
Christ the King reigns through love and mercy. Families build His kingdom when they serve others with compassion.
Discuss:
Ask your children how they can bring Christ’s love to someone this week—through a kind word, a smile, or helping someone in need.
Pray:
Pray for your family to live under Christ’s loving reign and to reflect His mercy to others.
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